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ATHLETIC RULES CONTRACT

Each participant and parent in an interscholastic sport in the Egg Harbor Township School District will read the following athletic rules, sign and return this form to the head coach.

Use of Controlled Dangerous Substances, Alcohol, Tobacco Products:

Use of the following substances is prohibited and will not be tolerated in school, after school, or weekends:

1. Tobacco products (smoking, chewing, dipping)

2. Alcoholic beverages

3. Controlled substances that are prohibited by N.J. Statue (drugs, narcotics, steroids, etc.)

Disciplinary Action:  The first offense for the use of tobacco products will result in a one-week suspension from games.  The student will be allowed to practice.  A second offense of the use of tobacco products will result in exclusion from the team for the remainder of the season.  A third offense will result in exclusion from all sports for the remainder of the school year.  An athlete involved in a first offense of consuming or possessing a controlled substance or alcohol will receive a one-month suspension from all scrimmages and games, but must continue to practice.  The second such offense will result in exclusion from all sports for the remainder of that school year.  These penalties are a minimum and can be extended by disciplinary action from school personnel.  All student athletes will be referred to the substance abuse counselor in cases that involve tobacco, alcohol, and/or controlled dangerous substances for appropriate counseling.

Theft/Stealing:  Theft will not be tolerated.  Student athletes who steal will be sent to appropriate school personnel for discipline.  Furthermore, the first offense for theft will result in at least a one-week suspension from games.  The student may be allowed to practice.  A second offense for theft will result in exclusion from the team for the remainder of the season.  A third offense will result in exclusion from all sports for the remainder of the school year
Attendance:  Attendance at practice is important.  An athlete missing practice without notifying his/her coach or without a valid excuse (detention is not a valid excuse) will lose playing time as determined by the coach.  School team practices and games must take priority over non-school team events.  A player who is exempt from physical education or sports for medical reasons will not be permitted to participate in sport activities until approved by the school nurse.  Students must be in attendance for a minimum of 4 hours to participate in games or practices.
Transportation:  It is important for team members to travel to and from athletic contests on transportation provided by the school district.  Should a student wish to ride to or from a contest with a parent, permission must be received from the coach and approved by Administration.  Parents are asked to provide a note requesting a transportation change to the coach prior to the game.  Such a change should be made only in extenuating circumstances.
Disqualification:  Any student or coach disqualified before, during, or after an interscholastic event for unsportsmanlike and flagrant verbal or physical misconduct will be disqualified from the next two (2) regularly scheduled games/meets with the exception of football which will carry a one (1) game disqualification at that level of competition and all other games/meets in the interim at any level in addition to any other penalties which the NJSIAA or league/conference may assess.  A disqualified player or coach may not be physically present at any contest in that sport during the period of disqualification.  Any player or coach disqualified a second time will have the penalty doubled (i.e. in football – two games; in all other sports – four games).  Disqualifications will count for one (1) calendar year from the date of the first offense.  Third offense players will be suspended and must apply in writing to the NJSIAA through the office of the Principal for reinstatement for the subsequent school year.  Disqualification in all sports will count towards accumulation of offenses.

Should a player/coach be disqualified from the final game/meet of the season, said disqualification will carry over to the next year in the sport.  In the case of the student/athlete, the same degree of penalty shall apply if said athlete retains eligibility in that sport.  Seniors who are disqualified from their last game of their high school careers, member schools are required to take proper administrative action to discipline the offending student (NJSIAA Rules and Regulations).

Hazing:  In recent years the hazing of younger athletes by older team members has become a problem throughout the athletic world.  We, here at Egg Harbor Township School District, will not tolerate any hazing or hazing type of behavior by our athletes.  Appropriate discipline will be administered to anyone involved in this activity including suspension and/or exclusion from the team.

Sportsmanship:  Student-Athletes represent their team, school, and community and have an obligation to be true sportsman.  As a member of a team, student-athletes will act accordingly and exercise self-control at all times.  Whether attending an event as a member of a team or as a spectator, a student-athlete will not heckle opponents or officials, avoids the use of profane and obnoxious language and behavior, and respects officials’ decisions without gestures or comments.  Student-athletes should set the example for others to follow, always remembering that it is a privilege to represent the school and community.  A student-athlete found to be guilty of unsportsmanlike behavior will be disciplined according to the discipline set below.
Discipline:

Discipline will rest with the Head Coach as well as Administration.  Examples include (1) breaking squad/team or school rules, (2) disrespect and/or profanity, (3) Unsportsmanlike conduct, (4) Hazing, etc.  Disciplinary action may include but is not limited to: verbal reprimand and/or warning, conference with coach/parent, suspension from contest(s), or dismissal from the squad/team.  Discipline infractions may also include school disciplines such as central detentions, Saturday Detentions, and possible out of school suspensions.
This sheet must be signed and returned to the Head Coach of the sport that you are trying out for.

Student Agreement:  I have read the Egg Harbor Township High School Athletic Rules and agree to abide by them or accept the consequences.

Student Name ________________________________ Student Signature ______________________________




       (PLEASE PRINT)

Parent’s Sportsmanship Agreement:  In an effort to promote good sportsmanship and team spirit, I agree to follow the rules of conduct as described above.  I understand that any action on my part that is contrary to school district policy (such as verbal abuse towards athletes, coaches, or officials) will result in my removal from the premises and/or event as well as a possible ban to future events.

Parent Signature _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________

Parent Signature _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________
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